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Textbook of Neuroanaesthesia and Critical Care presents an overview of the field as seen from Cambridge prior to 1999. It has the feel of a series of registrar tutorials expanded for publication. This shows as an in-house style of anaesthesia with its intellectual underpinnings, but some of the techniques suggested may not be applicable in other settings.
It is divided into sections, from the basics of anatomy and pharmacology related to neuroanaesthesia to a review of trauma, neurosurgical intensive care and anaesthesia for neuro-imaging. Because of the attempt to cover such a wide field each section is necessarily truncated.
Many references are dated, probably due to the delay required between writing and its appearance in Australia. This is seen particularly in the chapter on aneurysm surgery where the recommendations on the timing of surgery are too conservative in the light of recent publications on the necessity of prompt surgery.
The illustrations are of high quality and add usefully to the text, but there is an unfortunate duplication of a CT scan which makes the reviewer wonder about the quality of the editing.
Overall this is a basic registrar text suitable for hospital libraries, but at the published price cannot be recommended for the individual anaesthetist.
J. HARRISON Melbourne Anaesthetic Group, Melbourne, Victoria
Uncommon Problems in Intensive Care. J. F. Cade; Blackwell Science Asia Pty Ltd, PO Box 378, Carlton South, Vic. 3053; $150.00; 190x254 mm; ISBN: 1 8441 10091 9.
One mark of a new medical text is to open it randomly and measure how quickly knowledge is gained as one reads. While it is true that comfort may be gained by revisiting familiar accounts of old diseases, better pleasure is obtained in the opening of new vistas. If books are good for the mind, then Uncommon Problems in Intensive Care is sustenance of a high energy density indeed.
The formula is simple, alphabetically arranged subjects of diverse category making for easy reference. The cleverness lies in the dissection. Not only has a huge overburden of common knowledge been
